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Literary Papyri II: Qur’anic Commentary and
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Al: Ars Islamica.

AJSL: American Journal of Semitic Languages
and literatures.

IC:Islamica culture.

JAOS: Journal of the American Oriental Society.
JNES: Journal of Near Eastern Studies.
JRAS: Journal of the Royal Asiatic society.

OIP:  Oriental Institute Publications (University
of Chicago).

SAOC: Studies in Ancient Oriental Civalizations.
(Oriental Institute of University of Chicago).

ZDMG: Zeitschriftder Deutchen Morgenlandischen
Gesellschaft.
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(A) 1- "The Monasteries of the Fayyum." AJSL 53:
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(B) [Published also in book form SAOC, no. 16.
Chicago: The University of Chicago, 1937).

(A) 2- "An Arabic Papyrus Dated A.H. 205." JAOS
57:312-15.

(A) 3- "Indian Astrolabe-Makers." IC 11: 144-46.
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(B) 4- "The Kurrah Papyri from Aphrodito in the
Oriental Institute. SAOC, no. 15. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press. [A revision of the
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November 1948, p. 33: cols. 2-3}.
(1957)

(B) 19- "Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri I: Historical
Texts". OIP 75.

Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
(1965)

(A) 20- "A New Papyrus and a Review of the
Administration of <Ubaid b. al- kHabhab." Arabic
and Islamic Studies in Honor of Hamilton A. R.

Gibb. Edited by George Makdisi. Leiden: E. J.
Brill. 1965 [distributed by Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts].

(1967)

(B) 21- "Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri II: Qur’anic
Commentary and Tradition". OIP 76. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

(1972)

(B) 22- "Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri III:
Language and Literature". OIP 77.

Chicago and London: University of Chicago
Press.
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author’s Ph.D. diss., University of Chicago,
1933].

(A) 5- "Maghribi Koran Manuscripts of the
Seventeenth to the Eighteenth Centuries." AJSL
55: 61-65.

(A) 6-
Manuscript from the Royal Library of Shah
Hussain Safawi I, 1105-35 H.," Al 5: 89-94.

"An Arabic-Persian Wooden Kur’anic

(A) 7- "Arabic Papyri of the Reign of Ga’ far al-
Mutawakkil <ala-llah (Am. 232-47/ A.D. 847-
61)." ZDMG 92: 88-135.

(A) 8- "Arabic Numerals." JRAS, 1938. 277-80.
(1939)

(B) 9- "The Rise of the North Arabic Script and Its
Kur’anic Development, with a Full Description of
the Qur’an Manuscripts in the Oriental Institute".
OIP 50. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
[Reprinted in microfiche Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1972.]

(A) 10- "Arabic-Persian Koran of the Late Fifteenth
or Early Sixteenth Century." Al 6: 91-94.

(A) 11- "The Contribution of lbn Muklah to the
North-Arabic Script." AJSL 56: 70-83.

(A) 12- "Two BUYID Coins in the Oriental Institute."
AJSL 56: 350-64.

(A) 13- "Persian Documents from Mughal India."
JAOS 59: 371-74.

(1941)

(A) 14- "Arabic Marriage Contracts Among Copts."
ZDMG 95: 59-81.

(RA) 15- "Arabic Paleography: The Development of
Early Islamic Scripts." AI 8: 65- 104.

(1946)

(A) 16- "The Kasr Kharana Inscription of 92 H. (710
A.D.), a New Reading."

Al 11-12: 190-95.

(A) 17- "An Arabic Papyrus in the Oriental Institute:
Stories of the Prophets."

INES 5: 169-80.
(1949)

(A) 18- "A Ninth-Century Fragment of the Thousand
Nights’: New Light on the Early History of the
Arabian Nights." INES 8: 129- 64.
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Manuscript from the Royal Library of Shah
Hussain Safawi I, 1105-35 H.," Al 5: 89-94.
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"The Rise of the North Arabic Script and Its
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of the Qur’an Manuscripts in the Oriental
Institute”". OIP 50. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press. [Reprinted in microfiche
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1972.
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"The Kasr Kharana Inscription of 92 H.

(710A.D.), a New Reading." Al 11- 12: 190-95.
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1933].
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1- Nabia Abbott (1937):

"An Arabic Papyrus Dated A.H. 205." JAOS 57:
312-15.
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3- Nabia Abbott (1941):

"Arabic Marriage Contracts among Copts."
ZDMG 95: 59-81.
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5- Nabia Abbott (1957):

- "Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri I: Historical
Texts". OIP 75. Chicago:

University of Chicago Press.
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4- Nabia Abbott )1946):

"An Arabic Papyrus in the Oriental Institute:
Stories of the Prophets." JNES 5: 169-80.
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8- Nabia Abbott (1972):

- "Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri III: Language
and Literature". OIP 77. Chicago and London:
University of Chicago Press.
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6- Nabia Abbott (1965):

- "A New Papyrus and a Review of the
Administration of <Ubaid b. al- kHabhab". Arabic
and Islamic Studies in Honor of Hamilton A. R.
Gibb. Edited by George Makdisi. Leiden: E. J.
Brill. 1965 [distributed by Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts].
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7- Nabia Abbott (1967):

- "Studies in Arabic Literary Papyri II: Qur’anic
Commentary and Tradition".

OIP 76. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
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1- Nabia Abbott (1937):

e "The Monasteries of the Fayyum." AJSL 53:
13-33, 73-96, 158-79.

e [Published also in book form SAOC, no. 16.
Chicago: The University of Chicago, 1937).
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2- Nabia Abbott (1938):

- "Maghribi Koran Manuscripts of the Seventeenth
to the EighteenthCenturies." AJSL 55: 61-65.
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3- Nabia Abbott (1939):

"Arabic-Persian Koran of the Late Fifteenth or
Early Sixteenth Century."

Al 6: 91-94.
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"Arabic Numerals." JRAS, 1938. 277-80.
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"Persian Documents from Mughal India." JAOS
59: 371-74.
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4- Nabia Abbott (1949):

"A Ninth-Century Fragment of the Thousand
Nights’: New Light on the Early History of
the Arabian Nights." JNES 8: 129- 64. {Cf.
unsigned special to the New York Times, 21
November 1948, p. 33: cols. 2-3}.
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2- Nabia Abbott (1941):

"Arabic Paleography: The Development of
Early Islamic Scripts." Al 8: 65- 104.
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1- Nabia Abbott (1939):

"The Contribution of 1bn Muklah to the North-
Arabic Script." AJSL 56: 70-83.
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23167 s CONTRACT RESINGE Yo.

Department of Oriental Languages and
Literatures 200142 A 15man,
mitie Dase e Mire oe st
February 29, 1944 ;o
7 Sortes, Pepor/Cloth;-Price_e2 S
Contract Bo._JZ3 70 v _Sorpen
Contrect Tnte, [a / '1 — _M_L‘A&aLLM——’
YARUFACTURING 0CBTS: . FINUICING CIASS: @LL—LG
EETDUTE: To be chargod to:
Professor John U, Nef Compositicn 1. 55770 £ 24‘ EocZo & Zacszezera

Social Science 512

Faculty Exchange
Printirg Roeo1s ._,&d—,&hf—sﬁf—il—#—

Dear Professor Nef:

Binatng Led 0a Z L =
I have welcomed the that the Ex e Committee on 2 el
Social Thought has sent out recently, and I have read with EEpox b ioe -
special the studies in the field Txpensc
Renaissance civilization. The object and method of approach are
admirably stated. The program leaves the impression that if the Bound Books

hypothetical student lives up to what is expected of him he can-
not help but become enlightened. To know the authors and works
uiudhwgoshu-yhthem.npamorwgamcs

I have, at this point, but one suggestion to make and offer it
of a question for your consideration—Should not the
the results of explorations in the by-paths of
civilization? To put it more specifically,
Mnb; measurably enriched by the addi-
as ‘alacios, ..em and the Divine
 An Introduction %o the History of Science?

e ~ Sincerely yours,

Aals 35 (e de sana oDl 2l il 1(V) Al PR JlaSi alla 2(7) Al
Claiie (o el "o ) g 5 ) (e dagill uan "Aishah the beloved wife of mohammed"

1S 3, sgaal sl sl
https://twitter.com/shahansean/status/949344969957040128 .=

Slyidlg asal gLel




Sl i AL 5 AL Al sy L) A jaS iad 4l (63 60 sae Agaid il daalill g B jad) Gl 1(A) Al

https://hekmah.org e . "aw sl

The Oriental Institute

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

Report for 1974,

4

AN o
& A
Nabia Abbott . &

Photo by Jean Grant
Nabia Abbott, the first woman faculty member of the Oriental In-
stitute, joined its staff in 1933 and became Professor Emeritus in 1963,
When 1 visited her this past spring in ber apartment on the Midway, T
expected her to recall such aspects of her career as the discrimination
that T knew she had faced as & professional woman in those pre-liber-
ation days; her pioneering work on the position of women in the Is-
lamic Middle East; her classic study of the rise of the North Arabic
script; her massive, painstaking, and path-breaking investigations of
Arabic literary papyri, which have already revalutionized the study of
the culture of early Islum; or the many projects (including an exten-
sive study of the introduction of the use of paper into the Middle
East) which she was forced to abandon because of failing health. In-
stead, 1 found her hard at work on a major review of a recent book in
German on an important Arabic historical papyrus document. “There
are very few young scholars willing to undertake the hard labor in-
volved in the study of Arabic papyri,” she said, “and I want to write a
critical review that will encourage this able young author to con-
tinue in this field and enhance it.”

Nabia Abbott traveled far to reach the Oriental Institute. Born in
Mardin (in southwest Turkey) on January 31, 1897, she, as yet a child,
traveled with her family in a covered wagon with a caravan of nomad
horsemen down to Mosul, sailed down the Tigris to Baghdad, and later
through the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea to Bombay (1907). She went
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PLATE IV

A B
Omueras Inwvrrore Parmn: A, No. 13788; B, No. 13750, Scaxs, 1:5

Fig. 1.—Methods of folding and tying papyri
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MAGHRIBI KORAN MANUSCRIPTS OF THE
SEVENTEENTH TO THE EIGHTEENTH
CENTURIES

NABIA ABBOTT

a) Complete Koran, 398 loose single and double folios, 18.2X24
cm., 14-16 lines to the page.

The manuscript was brought for study to the Oriental Institute in
the summer of 1935 by Dr. and Mrs. N. Paul Hudson, now of Ohio
State University, who had acquired it by purchase at Lagos, Southern
Nigeria, in 1928. The manuseript is not dated, but the script is late
and the paper with its watermarks points to the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. The paper is of a fine quality, thin, rag paper,
cream colored, with practically every folio bearing parts of the
watermark. The watermark is of special interest, as it is the only one
we know of that has Arabic writing'—the phrase ya nastb (O fortune!
or O destiny!)—in addition to Latin letters, in this case the name
Beniamino Arbib, and a complicated figure design (Pl. Ib). This last
shows a charging horse and rider with flying robes and with a gun (?)
raised high, the whole facing to the left and inclosed in a circle. Within
the circle are also two eight-pointed stars, one to the right and one to
the left of the figure. I am unable to identify the name or the figure
specifically, but the horse and rider as a basic device for watermarks
was used to indicate a type (viz., a cavalier, a courier, or a specific
historic personality; e.g., Charles II of Spain) frequently in the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries.? Folios 230-33 are on a different

.

1 Since the writing of this ipt th of an Arabic watermark has
come to light, to which my attention was kindly drawn by Mrs. Ruth 8. Mackensen. It is
to be seen on machine-made paper used for a lithograph copy of al-Wansharisi's Kitab al-

Furik fi Talkhis ma fi al- Madhhab, now in the Elbert Gary Law Library “of Northwestern
University and published, aecording to information supplied Dean Wigmore at the time of
purchase, at Fas in 1924 (the book contains neither date nor place of publication). The
watermark consists of the following names in succession, written out in a straight line and

in a falr Maghribi hand, (.y rtvt o ﬂm_o» sl .u\fw. rmw.m.L_ . The
Jews early took a hand in the paper trade, which they continued to enjoy as the Jewish
names in both these instances further confirm.

2 Cf. Marmol, Dictionnaire des filigranes (Paris, 1900), p. 129, and illustrations on pp.
16-21.
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Arabic Papyri of the Reign of Ga‘far al-Mutawakkil
‘ala-llah (A. H. 232—47/A. D. 847—61)")

By Nabia Abbott-Chicago

The following papyri, now in the Oriental Institute,
University of Chicago, were secured a few years ago by Pro-
fessor SprENGLING from Professor MemeMET Aca-Oaru, who
had purchased them from a dealer in Damascus. Their actual
provenance is not known. They deal, however, with Syrian
affairs, and it is probable that they were unearthed in Syria,
in which case they would be among the very few papyri found
outside of Egypt?).

Historical Background

For the historical background of these documents we must
go back to the month of Du-l-Higga of A. H.235/A. D. 850,
when the Caliph al-Mutawakkil ‘ald-lldh, executed the act of
succession which divided the empire among his three sons,
Muhammad, az-Zubair, and Ibrdhim, whom he designated as
al-Muntasir Billih, al-Mu‘tazz Billah, and al-Mu’ayyad Billah

1) A preliminary report of these papyri was given before the
American Oriental Society held at Cleveland, Ohio, April 1937.

2) Outside of a few fragments, the only papyri found in Palestine,
are those recently discovered at ‘Augd’ al-Hafir by the Colt Expedition
of the British School of Archaeology in Jerusalem. Besides an interesting
group of Greek documents of the time of Justin II, the find consists

Greek-Arabic tax documents of 54-55/675-76, and of three
Arabic letters and a number of fragments. I was able, through the
essor Casper J. Kraemer Jr. of New York University,

to see pho!
hmﬂntthmm dthcﬂ*m?ormhdlholhd.m
AJSL, LII (April, 1936) p. 202; LII1 (January-1937) p. 106; Bulletin

%
g

of the Ameri sesuh.f Research No. 61 (February, 1936),
Pp. 24-25 and No. 62 (April, 1937) p. 33; PEFQS (1936) pp. 216-20.

" Chicage, Or, Inst. Nr, 11235
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7. Silver coin of the reign of AX. Strack
ot Tagonh, A 40. After Bl nat. (Paris),

Cat. den monmaies mralmanes, 1. 11 158

4. Silver coln of the reign of ‘Umar. Streck in
e, 4. 20, After Wright, Face., PL XXI1 1. Seale, 11,

9. Silver coin of the redgn of ‘Abed al-Malik.

cont), Az 7. After Wright, Strock at Kofah, o 79, After Wright, Face.,

Face., PL XXIE S, Seale, 1:1.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

P XXIL6, Sonle, 1:1.
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RANIC DEVELOPMENT, WITH A FULL
DESCRIPTION OF THE KURAN MANUSCRIPTS

IN THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE
By
NABIA ABBOTT

A e

THE RISE OF THE NORTH ARABIC SCRIPT

1. Grafito of ‘Abd al-Malik ite Vbasd.

TIL, PL LVIIL Rép. No. 20,

AND ITS KU
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ornamentation, is mast probably that of Nasr
ibn Ali. He was the most important ruler of the
Karakhinid dynasty, subdued almost the entire
M3 ward’ al-Nabr, captured Bukhara in 990
AD., and died in the year 403 H. (1012-13 A.D.) *
The next in age bears the inscription of one
Djalil al-Din al-Husain and is dated s47 H.
(1152 A.D.).* The ornamentation of this build-
ing is not only arranged in full accordance with
the different parts of the building, but is graded
as delicately as that of the Mazir Shah Fadl.
The decoration of the vault above the entrance
niche'® displays the same noble and subtle
creative power. The facade of the latest mau-
soleum at Uzgand, that dated 581-82 3. (1186~
87 Ap.)," is covered by rich ornamentation
which lacks the discriminating taste shown in
the older buildings. Hence the monument with
which we are dealing most probably belongs to
the middle of the twelfth century.
Erxnst CoHN-WIENER

ARABIC-PERSIAN KORAN OF THE LATE FIFTEENTH
OR EARLY SIXTEENTH CENTURY

The Timurids of Transoxiana, as is well
known, were patrons of the arts and letters; and
they were also booklovers and book creators.
Sultan Abu 'l-Ghazi Husain Mirza (872-911 H.
—1468-1506~7 AD.), a direct descendant of
Timur, was a munificent patron of letters and
learning as was also his wazir, the much-famed
Mir Ali Shir Nawi'i (844-906 H.—1440-1501
AD.).! Among the celebrities which they together
drew to the brilliant court at Herat were some of
the leading calligraphers of the age?

* Cobn-Wiener, op. cit.,, PL XI.
? Ibid., Pls. XII, XIIL,

0 1bid., P1. XIV.
1 Ibid,, Pis. XV, XVI.

1CL. E. G. Browse, A Literary History of Persia
(Cambridge, 1928), 111, 390-97, 421-24, and 505 .

2 1bid., p. 459; Biber, Bibur Néma, English tras, by

S. Beveridge (London, 1922), p. 291; Encyd. Isldm
(Leiden, 1936), T, 343.
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An Arabic-Persian Koran now in the posses-
sion of Mr. James G. Flesser, of Chicago, appar-
ently belongs to the later Timurid period. It
has 457 folios, including seven ornamental plates
(Fig. 1), of which five are incomplete, and a fly-
leaf at the beginning. The size is 30 by 21 centi-
meters with 18.5 by 11 centimeters for the text.
The Arabic text is in Neskhi and the Persian in
nastaliq script (Figs. 2-3). The decorative
scheme consists of full plates and sura headings
of broad bands, in which gold and blue predom-
inate over red, green, and white. Verse endings
are indicated by golden rosettes. The binding,
which lacks the folding flap, is of Oriental
lacquer, with an allover floral design of gold
over a dark and dull brown. It is considerably
damaged, and much of the lacquer has peeled off.

The Persian colophon (Fig. 3) reads as fol-
lows:

lin sl (35 52 55 ¥ 30, xaem 1
.:U‘ Qe 0y o xalys
ualo}guﬂwm\,ﬂwlrbb v
Slde -D! dus elz.%\'l 3O 3
U¥e s fost o 35 mezmys 0t o5 ¢
P s i

The translation was kindly checked by Pro-
fessor Sprengling:

(1) Djanid Khwidjs Denyl wa-Dia ‘Ubaid Allsh,
Baving made constant reading in this word of God, (2)
this magha/ came to completion solely by divine grace,
(3) by the hand of his needy servant Abdallah Sultiaf.
(4) The translation of the Koran was completed by the
blessed bhand of cur master Seltan Muhanumad Ndr.

It is clear from this colophon that at least
three people were involved in the creation of the
manuscript. To disregard their honorific titles,
these were ‘Ublid Alih, Abdallah, and Mu-
hammad Nir. Of the three, Muhammad Nir

Fre. 1—Fouo 24 e, >

¥, 3—Foue 455b
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TWO BUYID COINS IN THE ORIENTAL
INSTITUTE

NABIA ABBOTT

(I am indebted to Professor Sprengling for the interest he has

shown in the publication of these coins and for his confirmation of my

reading of their important dates. Likewise, I am indebted to Dr.

Boyes for his co-operation in making these coins available and in pro-
viding the accompanying photographs.)

1. Oriental Institute No. A. 6858. Silver dirham, 2.5 em. in diameter.
The coin was acquired in 1929 with the Moritz Collection and was
recognized by Moritz as unique. It is inscribed in simple Kufic
with hints of elaboration seen in dropping ligatures below the line.

Obv, Area: b
oYY
& dgr'-‘: Y sds,
iJ,o.!l Suas
S
& !
Inner Margin: [&iw Q‘lh..J.b Iﬂ)odl ").pu.’],b ‘i_u o
QW 3 OARAwy \5“'

Outer Margin: Clipped and what is left is smoothed away
and is mostly illegible except for few letters [§5U)aw ?

Rev. Area: xA
A P
NUN-

g Al 0 (ge el V) dsiiall 1(VA) Aa gl
M ge e ASll (e (il 1) s 25
."Nabia Abbott" ;e

Slyidig aslaiul gLal

THE CONTRIBUTION OF IBN MUKLAH TO
THE NORTH-ARABIC SCRIPT

NABIA ABBOTT

The nature of Ibn Muklah’s contribution to Arabic writing was for
centuries confused and misunderstood. It is only recently that re-
search has clarified the problem and identified his epoch-making in-
vention. This was undoubtedly the “proportioned writing,” lad|
;__‘,.....;..Jl. It is now clear that this was not a specific script—one of
many such—but a mathematical control of the basic forms of the
letters of the Arabic alphabet.

Mr. Eric Schroeder has recently published an article entitled
“What Was the Badi Script?”’? which is likely, if allowed to go un-
checked, to involve Ibn Muklah’s contribution in another series of
misunderstandings. Schroeder has unfortunately limited his study to
meager sources. He has accepted Huart’s pioneer work® without
further investigation. Valuable as this pioneer work is, it is neverthe-
less based largely on later Persian and Turkish sources, which should
be checked by the earlier and therefore comparatively more reliable
Arabic works now available to us to a much larger extent than in
Huart’s day. Furthermore, Schroeder has misunderstood and mis-
quoted his one early Arabic source, the Fihrist, and has most unfortu-
nately taken for his starting-point a passage from Hajji Khalifah, one
of the latest of our sources.

Schroeder (p. 234) credits Ibn Muklah with three distinct inven-
tions: the introduction of round scripts into Kur’anic writing; the
use of a geometrical control to regulate writing; and the invention of
an individual Kur’anic script called badi. The literary sources at our
disposal are silent on the first and refute the third. They point to the

i For discussion and details of the khalf al-mansab, compare Edward Robertson,

‘““Translation of an Arabic on C: in Studia Semitica et Orientalia
(Glasgow University Oriental Society, 1920), pp. 59-64, 71-75, 80-83; Nabia Abbott, The
Rize of the North Arabic Script . ... (University of Chicago, Oriental Institute Publica-

tion, Vol. L [to be published in 1939)), pp. 35-38.
* Ars Islamica, IV (1937), 23248,
3 Clément Huart, Les Calligraphes et les Minialuristes de I'Orient Musulman (Paris,
1908).
70
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Arabic Marriage Contracts among Copts
By Nabia Abbott, Chicago

(I am deeply indebted to Professor Sprengling for many valuable
suggestions incorporated in the translation and the notes)

Marriage documents among the Copts, whether in Coptic
or in Arabic, seem to be very rare. Of the former only five are
known, and these span a considerable period of time from
Byzantine to Islamic Egypt of the thirteenth century of our
eral). Of the latter none, so far as I know, have come to light
uatil now, though Arabic marriage contracts among Muslims
and converted Copts are fairly well represented. In two
Arabic marriage contracts recently published, the names of the
chief contracting parties are all Coptic, but it is nowhere
definitely stated in either document that these chief parties
were Christians®). Though converts to Islam usually adopted
some Muslim personal name, it cannot be positively stated
that all of them did so. It was perhaps to guard against the
possibility of their being considered Muslims that some
Christian Copts though bearing Coptic names did nevertheless
definitely designate themselves as Christians?). Thus, thoiigh
the two Arabic contracts in question may involve Christian
Copts, we cannot be positively sure that they do.

In contrast with these, Oriental Institute No. 10552,
recto and verso, presents us with two marriage documents

1) Gromo Morier, “Ein Koptischer Ehevertrag”, Zeitschrift fir

Agyptische Sprache und Alter kunde, vol. LV (1918) pp. 67—74;
Heruzar Tmomrsox, “A Coptic Marriage Contract”, Proceedings of
the Society of Biblical Archaeology, vol. XXXIV (1912), pp. 152—79.
2) Egyptian Library: Arabic Papyri -in the Egyptian Library
(APEL), ed. by Avorem Grommaxy (Cairo, 1984}, I Nos. 40 and 43 dated
271/855 and 306/918 respectively.
3) Ibid. I Nos. 54, 62, 63, 681., 70f.
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ARABIC PALEOGRAPHY

THE DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY
ISLAMIC SCRIPTS

DR. ETTINGHAUSEN’S EXCELLENT IDEA OF
opening the pages of Ars Islamica to an exten-
sive series of comprehensive review articles on
A Survey of Persian Art'—articles that may go
beyond the limits of a general review to that of
the presentation of new materials—gives me the
welcome opportunity to kill three birds with one
stone. In the following pages I shall attempt to
review the paleographical materials offered in
the Swrvey, dispose of some points raised by
Arthur Jeffery in a review of my study, The
Rise of the North Arabic Script and Its Kur’anic
Development, and present new materials that
lead to some suggestions on the development of
early Islamic secular scripts.

The specific sections here reviewed are to be
found under the heading of calligraphy in the
second volume of the Swrvey (Chap. 46, pp.
1707-84). These consist of:

A. “An Outline History,” by M. Minovi,

P. Ackerman, et al. (pp. 1707-

42).

B. “Ornamental Kiific Inscriptions on
Pottery,” by S. Flury (pp. 1743~
69).

C. “Ornamental Naskhi Inscriptions,” by
V. A. Kratchkovskaya (pp. 1770~
84).

The different contributors and the editors
have succeeded, both by choice of illustrative
materials and by comment, in bringing into
due prominence the artistic and decorative val-
ues of Arabic and Persian scripts, thus demon-

1Ed. by A. U. Pope and P. Ackerman (London and
New York, 1930), 11, 1707-84. Referred to hereinafter
as the Swrvey.

NABIA ABBOTT

strating once again that these values rightly
give Islamic calligraphy a highly honored place
among the Islamic arts. It is a pleasure to turn
to the volumes of plates and find so much cal-
ligraphic material so excellently reproduced.

Contributors and editors alike show a keen
appreciation of the significance of the historical
development of Arabic paleography and callig-
raphy, though different ones have approached
this problem differently, some having more fa-
miliarity than others with the historical, less
artistic, but more difficult and fundamental
phase of the study of Islamic writing.

Most Arabic paleographical studies have
been based largely on extant specimens, with
dated ones serving as landmarks. This may be
a good enough method if all that is desired is a
general idea or appreciation of the main develop-
ments over an extensive period of time. The
method, however, is decidedly unsatisfactory if
one wishes to follow finer developments within
shorter and consecutive periods, unless one has
the good fortune to find an unbroken series of
dated specimens in several of the different fields
of Tslamic writing such, for instance, as the
Koranic, secretarial, and epigraphic fields. As
yet no such unbroken dated series have come to
light; neither are they ever likely to come to
light. Therefore, if further progress is to be
made, a serious effort must be made to supple-
ment the evidence of the specimens with that of
the literary sources bearing on the problem. The
truth is that the great majority of such sources
—Arabic, Persian, and Turkish—are as yet
either largely unknown or little explored. This
may be due partly to the fact that frequently
the history of Arabic writing has been touched
on by students interested in it less for its own
sake than for what side-light it may throw on
some particular problem they happen to have
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F16. 3—Musatsat Scripr. Protocor TeXT, 243-47 1. (356-61 AD.)

TABLE L
Lists or Scrrprs rroat 1iE Tiirp ANn Fourrn CENIURIES 0F THE Hiyea

Baghdidi Iba Thawiba I Iba al-Mudabbir Nadim
(active in 255-56 1.) d. 2177 m.) {d.279 )™ (wrote 377 1)
A. TweLve I
PrisAky Scraers*
Djatil Djalil
Sidiila Sidjillit Sidjilkit Sidjillat
Dibidj Mudabbadj Dibad}
Tomir Tdmir Kutub al-mulik Tamdr
(Tamir or Dialil?)
Thuluthain Thuluthain Thuluhaia
Zanbir
Haram
Mu'imardt Mu'imarit Mu'imarit
‘Uhid ‘Uhid ‘Uhiid
Nisf Nisl (al-mumsak)
Amdnit Amiadt
Kisas Kisas Kifa
wiba
B. Twrwive |
DERIVED SCRIPTS
Sami't
Ashriya |
Khirfadi |
Ehirfadj kbafif
Mufattah (al-nisf) (Futhat?)
Khafif al-nisf Khaif al-nisf Saghir al-nisi
RiyisT (mudawwar RiyiisT (al-kabir)
al-kabir)
Mudawwar saghir Nisf riydst
(Diimi‘)
Thuluth (Missing thuluth?) Thuluth
Ehafif al-thuluth Khafif al-thuluth | Ebafif al-thuluth
Rika“ (used for Tawki'st | Rika'
fawkian), p— o oy —
| Nargjis Nargiis Nardjis
Futohat
Musalsal Musalsal
Ghabar Ghubdr
Mudammadi Mudammadi
Hawd'idii
Mubaddab
Mashk
Lazaward |
Muwashsha' |
Muwall''  p2 |
Musahham
Munamnam
Washi
Muragsa*
Nussikh (Neskhi)
Mubakkak
Manthir
Mukatdbis
Biyld
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TABLE II
RELATIONSHIP OF PRIMARY AND DERIVED SCRipTs ™
1. Djalil*
i 1
Dibadj Sidjillat
II. Timir Ashriya Sami‘i
I I I
1IL ﬂululmain Khirfadi=Kbhkafif al-timar”
I J ! Khirfadj khafi,
Mu’dmardt Haram Zanbiir Klerfadi Bhofif
i i
Adjwiba Kisas IV. Nisf al-mumsak * ‘Uhad
Klllaﬁl (al-nisf) Mufattal (al-nisf)
I | 1
Nardjis [(Theuluth?) Riyasi=al-mudawwar’ al-kabir
Khafif al-thuluth Al-mudawwar’ al-saghir (jami‘ pen)
Rika“ (used for Tawki‘at) ™
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THE KASR KHARANA INSCRIPTION OF 92 H.

(710 AD.), A NEW READING
Hitherto three separate attempts have been —
. . o o T ¥y 2 A
made to decipher this early Islamic inscription I RIS R D
since its discovery by B. Moritz in the course of = 2= o U e
his journey in Arabia Petraea in 19o5-6.! Mor- PR é = g s IR
itz gave tl}e first reading, working 'from the ) ; r~>J' i B 71 g “af
inscription itself, the upper part of which he de- y St ] -
scribed as mostly effaced. He deciphered only i 3 B Q\ i\ N oy
three of its eleven lines. But these three con- 25 ‘i gl il ﬂl 3
tained the name of the inscriber and the date of N S v & e
M ~Z 49 K " S
the inscription,? which proved to be one of the d 0 S _ ¢ X —
very few extant dated inscriptions of the first A 3 v'r/‘: a - J N ! '_% J g 3
3 ' 1 “ 2
AP U i z
1) ) 2 o e g 3 i 4‘ il E
S0 E. Bocthor, Dictionnaire (Paris), I, 493 ff. A, ;': 3 g = ’}J’; ) 5
1 Bouvat, op. cit., p. 272. g~ b A — 5y - AR 3
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1“Ausfliige in der Arabia Petraca,” Mélanges de la Sl ~ i N ~ ,.\..3 _j\ %
faculté oriental de Beyrouth (hereinafter referred to as A S 3 7" J 3 ':
MFO), III (1908-9), 386-436, especially pp. 420-23; l 39" = - > | 3 i_‘, —= -3 g
cf. also A. J. Jaussen and R. Savignac, Mission archéo- 153 ’_g_j o % i
logique en Arabie (herinafter referred to as Mission) ' R " ) ? — - }) o =4
(Paris, 1922), III, 100 n. 1. e k= 3 I i
2 MFOQ, III, 422; note lack of apparatus and the .,3@ N ~ﬂ i n
failure of his attempt to give us a photograph of the . A= 3 ! 3
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A NINTH-CENTURY FRAGMENT OF THE “THOUSAND NIGHTS”
NEW LIGHT ON THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE ARABIAN NIGHTS
NABIA ABBOTT

INTRODUCTION

HE appearance of Arabic papyri on
the American scene is a rare event.
I Scientific preoccupation with such
papyri is even rarer. To the author’s best
knowledge, only two of America’s great
universities, Chicago and Michigan, have
a working collection of these, the earliest
of Islamic documents, and, so far, Michi-
gan has not published any of its collecti
The Oriental Institute of the Univer-
sity of Chicago has acquired, on several
occasions since World War I, small but
valuable collections of Arabic parchment
and paper documents some of which the

1 This general unawareness, in this country, of
Arabic papyri and their significance for the earliest
phases of Islamic history and culture is all the more re-
grettable now that work on the great collections of

Mm«mmmﬁnu—mm

““The fate of the Herlin " writes
a fellow-scholar In a private letter, “Is deplorable. . . .
The bulk of the collection has been deported to the
Soviet Unlon . . . and must be considered lost to the
Western world. A small part of the collection is sald to
have been destroyed by bombs."

present writer has published from time to
time. The latest addition to our growing
collection was purchased in 1947 through
Director Thorkild Jacobsen of the Ori-
ental Institute. The collection, like its
predecessors, came out of Egypt, and like
them, too, it contains but few early paper
documents—6 out of a total of 331 pieces.
But one of these 6, incredible as it may at
first seem, is an early ninth-century frag-
ment of the Alf Lailah or “Thousand
Nights.”

Arabic papyri definitely dated or read-
ily datable as of the late seventh and early
eighth centuries are generally known to be
comparatively rare. But the even greater
rarity of known ‘Arabic paper documents
dated or datable as of the late eighth and
early ninth centuries have received little
notice since Karabacek published his
pioneer work on the origin and manufac-
ture of paper in the Islamic world of that
same period.® These rare Islamic docu-
ments, papyri or paper, represent either
matters of state administration and taxa-
tion or some phase of private or commer-
_ 1Jouef von Karabacek, “Das -nu-m Papler,”

ST Ee Sl Mishavid Rl Pt n-m (paged
continuously) (Wien, 1887), pp. §7-178.
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4. L’inscription a I'encre de 92 h. 710.

5. Inscription & I’encre n°2.
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) ) "A Ninth-Century Fragment of the Thousand
2- Nabia Abbott (1936): "The Monasteries of the Nights": New Light on the Early History of the
Fayyum." AJSL 53: 13-33, 73-96, 158-79.
Arabian Nights." JNES 8: 129- 64. {Cf. unsigned
3- Nabia Abbott (1937): special to the New York Times, 21 November
- "The Monasteries of the Fayyum." form SAOC, 1948, p. 33: cols. 2-3}., "Arabic Paleography:
no. 16. Chicago: The University of Chicago, The Development of Early Islamic Scripts." Al
1937). 8: 65- 104.
- "An Arabic Papyrus Dated A.H. 205." JAOS 57: R . .
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University of Chicago Press. [A revision of the o .
author’s Ph.D. diss., University of Chicago, QIS F Ao suse oA il ()37€)
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- "Ara§ic Papyri of the Reign of Ga’ far al-Muta- R YORIE 5 PO @ sl s ale call e
wakkil «ala-llah (Am. 232-47/ A.D. 847-61)." o alEll Th
ZDMG 92: 88-135. A
- "Maghribi Koran Manuscripts of the Seventeenth (49) Note: The works were arranged from oldest
to the Eighteenth to newest; Note that the letter "A" before the
Centuries.” AJSL 55: 61-65. authorns name refers to "article", the letter "B"
fers to bei book.
- "Arabic Numerals." JRAS, 1938. 277-80. reien I being 8 oo
5- Nabia Abbott (1939): (50) John A. Brinkman) 1981): The Oriental Institute
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO Report
- "The Rise of the North Arabic Script and Its ) ) )
.. . .. for 1974/75, Muhsin Mahdi "Nabia Abbott", p.6.
Kur’anic Development, with a Full Description
of the Qur’an Manuscripts in the Oriental
Institute". OIP 50. Chicago: University of -
Chicago Press. [Reprinted in microfiche &U’d‘ ?‘M
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1972.
- "Two BUYID Coins in the Oriental Institute." 14 ) &‘)“S‘ Yoo
AJSL 56: 350-64. L | VaT¢ ol
ISP VA Gdall Cuad -
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JNES 8: 129- 64. {Cf. unsigned special to the
New York Times, 21 November 1948, p. 33:
cols. 2-3}.

Nabia Abbott (1957): "Studies in Arabic Literary
Papyri I: Historical Texts". OIP 75. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press.

10-Nabia Abbott (1972): "Studies in Arabic Literary

Papyri III: Language and Literature". OIP 77.
Chicago and London: University of Chicago
Press.

11-Miroslav Krek (1981): Nabia Abbott’s Published
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of Near Eastern Studies Vol. 40, No. 3, Arabic
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knowledge and legitimacy through correspondence and scientific journeys between the east and
west of the Islamic countries. Thirty books of language, literature and Hadith have been introduced
to his African country and to Andalusia by him. Thanks to his scientific and literary qualifications,
he worked in politics especially in diplomatic missions of the kings to the neighborhood and the
leaders of empires as a representative of the rulers of his time.

The attraction of Taif city to different cultures from the Abbasid
period to the Saudi era affecting the revival of Saudi tourism

Nadia Alam Jan / Saudi Arabia

This study aims to clarify the actual impact of cultural diversity on tourism in the Saudi city of
Taif from the Abbasid period to the Saudi era, where the city of “Taif” dates back more than 2,000
years during which it lived difficult periods of occupation and wars that affected its prosperity.
Cultural diversity played an important role in attracting many pioneers and tourists to it over time,
making it one of the most important tourist cities in Saudi Arabia because it has a long history in
addition to the developments that are currently taking place. In addition to the features of Taif,
known as the City of Roses, because of the smell of aromatic roses from nearby orchards, Taif is
famous in the Sira of the Prophet Mohammed Salla Allahu Aleyhi wa sallam and enjoys a religious
status for Muslims. In the Abbasid era, Makhzoum’s sons came to Taif after the death of Abu Al-
Abbas, the thief, and transferred them to their authority. They held Uday’s sons as prices in Taif and
took care of Okaz market and Dar al-Hikma, so seminars and speeches were held every month and
attracting different cultures as a tourist destination.

“A letter of innocence to Sultan Mawla Suleiman al-Alawi”,
Sultan Mawla Suleiman al-Alawi’s response to the letter of Prince
Abdullah bin Saud al-Najdi/- Investigation and comment

Aziza Armouli / Kingdom of Morocco

Imam Mohamed Ben Abdel Wahab’s call raised many questions about the truthfulness of its
approach, especially since its resonance has spread to North Africa, where the Maghreb, and the
Sultan of The Far Maghreb had a position on it, translated by the scholar jurist Abu Abdullah
Mohamed Tayeb bin Kiran, where his message expressed the depth and ties between him and Prince
Abdullah bin Saud, who adopted this reform. This letter showed the compatibilities between sultan
Morocco and Prince Abdullah Bin Saud especially in the argument of shrines, graves.
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and completed her first studies, mastered Arabic, then travelled to Bombay (India) and learned in
English schools at Isabella Thoburn College in Lucknow. British archaeologist Gertrude Bell then
saw her and decided to support her in her research. Abboud traveled with her family to Boston,
majored in Islamic history, and received her master’s degree from Boston University in 1925. She
wrote her doctoral thesis under the supervision of Dr. Martin Sprangling entitled “Bardat Qara
Bin Shrek from the present-day city of Aphrodito-com Ashkau at the Eastern Institute” in 1936.
After strenuous studies, Abboud became a professor of Islamic studies at the Oriental Institute in
1949, and her research and studies continued even after her retirement in 1963, and she was named
“Honorary Professor”. Nabiha Abboud died in 1401 ah (1981), at the age of 84, and was buried in
the ElImwood cemetery in Chicago.

Abdul Malik bin Ghosn al-Hajjari’s life and the rest of his poetry
“Collection and Study”

Mohammed Mahjoub Mohammed Abdel Meguid / Sudan

In the last decade of the 4th century AH, Andalusia underwent major political transformations
that resonated with society, losing the reign of the caliphate after it remained in control of the
political scene for nearly eighty-four years (316 Ah-400 Ah).

The fall of the caliphate divided Andalusia into a group of states, or kingdoms known to
historians as the era of Mulouk Al Tawaif. Under these circumstances, Abdul Malik bin Ghosn al-
Hajjari was born and, throughout his life, witnessed and even participated in these transformations
that surrounded Andalusian society, politically by siding with some kings, opposing some of them,
and culturally by portraying part of the life through poetry at the time. Perhaps this is what led us
to introduce him, to study his poetry, and to show his artistic characteristics after collecting and
documenting them.

Abu Amr Osman Bin Al-Safaqsi and his mobile library from the
Islamic East to the Islamic West

Anis Ben Ahmed / Tunisia

He is one of the famous scholars of the Prophet’s Hadith from who ancient historians of the
Mashreq, Moroccans and contemporary researchers translated Hadith and the history of countries,
men, works and journeys. sometimes authentic and adequate translation, sometimes a brief translation
transmitted from previous sources, sometimes a casual translation on the margins of the translation
of a sheikh he met. His biography illuminates a pillar of the scientific movement of books east
and west. It reveals a broad culture and science of language and Hadith researchers who worked
in Hadith narration, classification, teaching, introduction of new literature and transfer of literary
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Endowments in Azerbaijan during the period
“694-703 Ah / 1295-1304 AD” (Documentary Analytical Study)

Dr. Hassan Radwan Mahmoud Hajji / Egypt

The importance of this study comes in that it deals with the most important historical documents
related to Elkhani era with some analysis and scrutiny, as well as it is almost the only study that
deals with those endowments - as far as the researcher knows. There were no significant studies
on this endowment except in the book “Jamii Al Tawarikh” related to Rashid al-Din. There is
also importance of the pictures which were found in one of the Persian books, these pictures were
included in the list of supplements at the end of the research.

Clarifying the vague and the foreign in the explanation of Lamiyat
Al Ajam written by Ali bin Qassim al-Tabari

Murad al-Hasani / Morocco

Dr. Mahmoud Mohammed al-Tanahi, who describes ancient Arabic poetry, wrote: “It is the
pleasure of literature, the taste of rhetoric, the argument of the interpreter, the support of the
fundamentalist, the guide of the faqih, the grammatical witness, the balance of presentations, the
document of the historian, and the map of geographer. Then it is before and after: the revelation of
the lover, the nostalgia of the stranger, the nostalgia of the lost, the joy of the grandfather, the legacy
of the dear, and the experience of the wise.

“The efforts of Arab pioneers in the study of Arabic, Islamic,
Christian and bibliographic inscriptions” “Reading in the Studies
of Nabiha Abboud” (Critical Comparative Analytical Study)

Mohammed Magdi Al-Deeb / Egypt

Nabiha Abboud is a pioneer in the field of Arabic, Islamic, Christian and bibliographic
inscriptions, for her contribution to a large and a remarkable share of academic scientific studies
through which she dealt with a variety of Arabic, Islamic and Christian inscriptions and writings.

The researcher initially presents the questions raised about her Arab identity because she was
known to many as Nabia Abbott. These questions raised the researcher’s instinct to research and
investigate that strange, unique character. She is the Iraqi researcher of an Arab origin . Abboud was
born in Mardin, southeastern Turkey, in 1314 Ah /1897,. Her father was a merchant, and because of
his business activities and permanent travel, she moved with him to Baghdad, where she grew up
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