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5. A Treatise on Faith and Islam “A Brief Introduction” by Abu Ishaq al-Tunisi
Ibn Abd al-Rafi’ (d. 734 AH / 1333 AD)

Dr. Abd al-Qadir Baji al-Jazairi / Algeria

This work is one of the manuscripts in Islamic creed (Aqgidah) according to the Ash’ari school,
drawing upon what is generally disseminated in Ash’ari theological books. This spans from “Al-
Ibanah ‘an Usul al-Diyanah” by Abu al-Hasan al-Ash’ari, Ali ibn Isma’il (d. 330 AH), and the brief
introduction to the jurisprudential “Risalah” book by Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani (d. 386 AH), leading
up to “Al-Aqidah al-Murshidah” by al-Mahdi Muhammad ibn Tumart (d. 524 AH), which gained
widespread popularity and remained a reliable Ash’ari source for many theological views over a long
period. Alongside this, we also find “Al-Aqidah al-Burhaniyah” by al-Salalji, Uthman ibn Abdallah
(d. 574 AH), in which he presented the Ash’ari creed in a manner easy to comprehend and memorize.
Generations of scholars succeeded one another in teaching and commenting on it, such as Ibn Bazizah
al-Tunisi, Abd al-Aziz ibn Ibrahim (d. 662 AH), and al-Ugbani, Sa’id ibn Muhammad al-Tlimsani (d.
811 AH), among others.

6. Al-Durr al-Thamin fi al-Yamin (The Precious Pearl regarding Oaths) by
Hasan al-Shurunbulali al-Hanafi (d. 1069 AH): A Study and Critical Edition

Dr. Abd al-Rahman Ahmad al-Hafyan / Tunisia

The science of jurisprudence (Figh) is one of the most important Islamic sciences, as it examines
solutions to the real-world issues of people’s lives in accordance with God’s methodology and law.
Manuscripts constitute a crucial part of the scholarly legacy in this field. Hence, my choice fell
upon studying and critically editing the manuscript titled “Al-Durr al-Thamin fi al-Yamin” by al-
Shurunbulali al-Hanafi (d. 1069 AH). This is due to its inclusion of an answer to a question regarding
a judge administering and undergoing an oath, which posed a complex dilemma for the inquirer and
was considered a pressing contemporary issue (Nazilah) of that era. The author demonstrated how to
ground this issue textually and address the response. Thus, I resolved to focus on this treatise through
critical editing to maximize its benefit, relying on various references—particularly those mentioned
within the manuscript from the Hanafi school—and employing descriptive, comparative, inductive,
and analytical methodologies.

7. A Treatise on Modes (Al-Ahwal) by Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn Sabiq al-Siqilli
(d. 493 AH): A Study and Critical Edition

Dr. Muhammad al-Fatat / Morocco

The handwritten document (the manuscript) has always been, and remains, the ultimate reference
for verifying religious sciences across all eras. It was preserved by men who dedicated their lives
to transcribing what they received through chains of transmission (Sanad) from the primary source,
combining deep study and narrative transmission. They achieved this through their travels and
journeys to wherever knowledge, peace, and forbearance resided, despite the vast distances. Such was
the case for Abu Bakr al-Siqilli (d. 493 AH), who chose migration abroad over staying at home after
strife devastated Qayrawan and led to its destruction in the year 449 AH, followed by Sicily. He then
headed toward Andalusia, which enjoyed safety and security during the fifth century AH and possessed
institutes and schools teaching all sciences and arts. Later, he traveled to Mecca, where he closely
studied under the disciple of Abu Bakr al-Bagqillani, the female scholar Karimah al-Marwaziyyah (d.
464 AH), from whom he transmitted al-Bagqillani’s books, before finally settling in Egypt.
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Abstracts of Articles

1. Alfa and Local Heritage in the Central-West Region of Tunisia
Dr. Radhouane Haddadi / Tunisia

The Central-West region of Tunisia is rich in plant fibers utilized in our heritage, such as rush,
reeds, and alfa grass. These fibers, particularly the alfa plant, hold a significant position in our
heritage, whether in artisanal industries or numerous other uses. Since antiquity, human communities
across different times and places have embraced artisanal and artistic industries that emerged from the
functional and aesthetic needs of that environment. The Steppe (Steppic) region is closely linked to
alfa grass, either as a production zone or as a space hosting the artisanal industries of this resource. Alfa
witnessed a qualitative shift at the beginning of the twentieth century, marking the onset of modern
utilizations. This transformation signifies the beginning of awareness regarding the importance of this
rainfed plant and its benefits as a vital and rich raw material.

2. Rulings on Omissions and Additions in Manuscript Copies

Dr. Ibrahim Ahmed Ibrahim Al-Sannari / Egypt

The importance of this topic is highlighted by the statement of the expert investigator, the venerable
Professor Abd al-Salam Harun, regarding additions and deletions: “They are the most dangerous
threats to which texts are exposed.” He further states: “The established rule remains: a high-quality
copy must be rendered exactly as it is, without addition, omission, alteration, or substitution. However,
we discern in the approaches of the ancients a tendency aimed at appending to the book what is
deemed necessary and essential to establish the text.”

3. Tables of Contents in Arabic Manuscripts: An Analytical Codicological Study
in Light of the Manuscripts of the Al-Mahmoudiyah Library in Medina

Prof. Dr. Mahmoud Sharif Zakaria / Egypt

Tables of contents constitute an important physical/material feature in Arabic manuscripts, as they
assist the reader in tracking the intellectual content of the book. They serve as material evidence that
an investigator may need to prove instances of omission or missing text within the work being edited.
Furthermore, they can be highly useful to catalogers during the technical processing of manuscripts,
as a table of contents may help extract certain descriptive data that might otherwise be inaccessible
in its original locations. Accordingly, this study examines and analyzes tables of contents in Arabic
manuscripts as one of the physical components of the manuscript. It also reflects a specific stage in the
history of authorship and scribal production during a bygone era of Arabic manuscript history.

4. Abu al-Wafa al-Afghani and His Efforts in Investigating the Hanafi Heritage
Radwan Muhammad Ahmad / Pakistan

Since ancient times, the land of India has continuously produced elite scholars and distinguished
investigators. In the past century, it brought forth a constellation of great scholars in Islamic and
Arabic sciences. Foremost among this elite group is the prominent scholar Sheikh Habib al-Rahman
al-Azami, the renowned Hadith scholar known for the precision of his investigations in Prophetic
Hadith studies; and the brilliant scholar Abd al-Aziz al-Maymani, one of the luminaries of the Arabic
language in the modern era, who dedicated monumental efforts to serving its texts and investigating
its literary and linguistic heritage.
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