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7. Manaqib Abi Kharija ‘Anbasa ibn Kharija Al-Ghafiqi Al-Safaqsi, authored
by: Mahmoud ibn Muhammad ibn Al-Hajj Muhammad Al-Siyala Al-Safaqsi

Study and verification: Dr. Anis Abdullah ibn Ahmad, Tunisia

The research was divided into two parts: a part for studying the personal and scholarly biographies
of both the author of the manuscript and the subject of the manaqib, and a part for studying and
editing the text. Each part has two sections. As for the first part, one section is for studying the subject
of the manaqib: ‘Anbasa, and another for the author of the manuscript: Mahmoud Al-Siyala. As for
the sections of the second part, the first is devoted to studying the author’s method and the cognitive
content of the manuscript text, and the second to describing and editing the manuscript text.

Its importance is confirmed by the fact that it is the only means of introducing an obscure author
for whom neither his contemporaries nor the historians who followed them wrote a biography. This is
the case of Mahmoud Al-Siyala, who was not known until six decades ago. His heritage still remains
on the shelves, as researchers have verified only one text of his many manuscripts before this study,
some thirty years ago. This concerns the author. As for the subject of the manaqib, namely ‘Anbasa,
the importance of studying him is summarized in what Abu Nasr Bishr Al-Hafi (d. 227 AH/842 CE)
said: “It is among the adornments of this world that a man says: Malik narrated to us.” (See Tartib
Al-Madarik: 2/35). And ‘Anbasa, may God have mercy on him, used to say: “Malik narrated to us”.

8. The Mardiyya Texts in Verifying the Hanafi School’s Rulings on Lands in
Egyptian Territories, authored by the eminent scholar: Muhammad ibn Ahmad
Al-Suhaymi (d. 1201 AH)

Verified by: Prof. Dr. Muqtadir Hamdan Abdul Majeed Al-Kubaisi, Iraq

This treatise, as the author stated, addresses the texts of Hanafi jurists relating to the subject of
lands in terms of ownership and the financial obligations attached to them. Sheikh Al-Suhaymi also
noticed a discrepancy regarding the attribution of these lands — whether they belong to the public
treasury or to their owners. He selected the foremost books of Hanafi jurisprudence and extracted from
them ten texts specifically concerning lands and their ownership.

The importance of verifying it: it has not been verified before, and the author excelled in selecting
the books and in selecting the texts that are the focus of his treatise. Moreover, the subject of the
treatise falls within my precise specialization, in which I have verified more than fifteen manuscripts
that had not been verified before, in the same specialization, and one of these manuscripts was printed
by the Juma Al Majid Center.
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renovation of the Two Noble Sanctuaries alone; rather, it extended to the historic and sacred mosques
in Mecca and Medina, through their construction, maintenance, and the allocation of sufficient funds
for this purpose.

Accordingly, Masjid Al-Khayf received care and attention from the caliphs, sultans, and prominent
notables in various Islamic eras, and renovations and renewals followed one after another, due to its
virtue and its importance in the performance of the rites by pilgrims during the Hajj season.

The mosque witnessed extensive construction during the era of the Mamluk sultans, especially
during the reign of Sultan Al-Ashraf Qaitbay (872-901 AH/1468-1496 CE). This patronage helped
the mosque fulfill its religious and scholarly role, as a large number of scholars stayed there.

5. Internal Factors in Mathematics That Led to the Decline of Its Development
in the Late Arab-Islamic Civilization

Ahmed Muhammad Jawad Al-Hakim, Iraq

Arab-Islamic civilization witnessed a golden age of scientific prosperity, in which mathematics
had a abundant share, as Arab and Muslim scholars made great contributions to its fundamental
branches such as arithmetic, geometry, algebra, and trigonometry. However, this prosperity did not
continue at the same pace, and the glow of Arab mathematics began to decline during the later ages,
starting from the fifteenth century CE or before (there is disagreement on this, as we shall see later).
This decline was the result of the intertwining of a set of complex factors, some stemming from
the very core of the scientific milieu of mathematics itself, others linked to the political, social, and
economic transformations that swept the Islamic world at that time, and still others related to the
extent of the interest of rulers, governors, and the like in patronizing science and scholars. However,
in this study, we will not address all these issues; rather, we will investigate the internal factors and
challenges inherent in the scientific practice of mathematics itself, meaning its content and structure,
which negatively affected its ability to develop and innovate. Among the most important of these are
the shift from innovation to imitation and repetition, the spread of the phenomenon of commentary,
abbreviation, and summarization, the avoidance of using decimal numeral symbols, the continued use
of hisab al-jummal (alphabetic numerology) even after the emergence of decimal numeral symbols,
excessive expansion in dealing with arithmetic fractions, the lack of an effective system for symbolic
expression, exaggeration in examining the abstract theoretical aspects of numbers, the absence of
names that abbreviate the repetition of certain algebraic and arithmetic terms, and the tendency toward
poetic compositions to preserve the laws of mathematics. These are the main axes of this study, which
we will begin with some fundamental topics.

6. A Foundational Case in the Science of Text Verification: “Nayl Al-Sa’adat fi
Tahqiq Al-Maqulat” by Al-Bulaydi (d. 1176 AH) as a Model

Dr. Yahya Zakariya Muhammad, Al-Azhar Al-Sharif Sheikhdom, Egypt

“Nayl Al-Sa’adat fi Tahqiq Al-Maqulat” by Sayyid Muhammad ibn Muhammad Al-Bulaydi, who
died in 1176 AH, is a book on “the study of philosophical categories.” This research relates to the
foundational analysis of a complex textual case involving a later intervention in the author’s text
— a subject rarely addressed in textual criticism studies. The research presents an applied model
for repairing texts after the author, relying on a large corpus of manuscripts of the text, reaching 32
manuscript copies, and also drawing on evidence external to the text, whether related to the text’s

external features or the works written on the text as marginalia and commentary. This research is the
fruit of verifying the book.
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1. Pilgrimage and the Portuguese Attacks on Pilgrim Caravans: The Malabar
Massacre of 1502 CE as a Model

Dr. Muhammad Ali Al-Wafi Karuthel, Kerala/India

History has proven that human civilization has only flourished to the rhythm of successive
journeys, ever since the first human set his first step outside Paradise, which was the beginning of an
uninterrupted march. Since then, his descendants have continued along the paths of travel, carving
their way between lands, so that through these journeys man may fashion a more refined and civilized
human being, and one deeper in awareness and culture. And because travel and wandering have such
a profound impact on man’s journey, the Wise Lawgiver — glorified and exalted be He — made
pilgrimage to the Ancient House an obligation upon every nation. This obligation is distinguished from
all other religious duties by the fact that it is required only once in a lifetime, and thus it stands in the
place of a lifetime’s worship. However, this obligation is not complete except with the availability of
a set of conditions, without which the duty is not fulfilled for a Muslim. This study addresses a painful
event in the history of the journeys of Indian Muslims to Mecca to perform the rites of pilgrimage.

2. Intangible Cultural Heritage in Morocco: Traditional Handicrafts as a Model
Dr. Said Al-Ash’ari, Morocco

Intangible cultural heritage, also called “living heritage,” refers to the sum of customs, traditions,
practices, arts, knowledge, and beliefs belonging to a particular group of people, distinguished by
cultural, social, historical, and emotional significance. This heritage includes a number of cultural
patterns transmitted from one generation to the next, including languages, poetry, music, dance,
traditional games, festivals, rituals, religious practices, handicrafts, traditional cooking, traditional
foods and beverages, clothing, jewelry, architectural arts, decorations, oral tales and legends, and
scientific, medical, agricultural, environmental, and folkloric heritage.

3. The Phenomenon of Endowing Books (Tahbis) in the Eastern Region of the
Kingdom of Morocco: Figuig as a Model

Prepared by: Muhammad Bouziane Benali - Morocco

It is no longer hidden from anyone engaged in reading the history of Morocco in general and the
Eastern Region in particular that the oasis of Figuig, located in the far east of Morocco on the border
with sisterly Algeria, had deep roots in knowledge and thought extending back centuries, before Imam
Sidi Abdul Jabbar ibn Ahmad Al-Figigi reinforced and strengthened it in the middle of the ninth
century AH/15th century CE, secured for it the means of continuity until shortly before the French
Protectorate, and made it a thriving cultural center in which jurisprudence, literature, poetry, history,
Sufism, and various arts and sciences circulated throughout the Islamic world.

4. Masjid Al-Khayf and Its Development During the Mamluk Era (648923
AH/1250-1517 CE)

Dr. Reda El-Saeed Ibrahim Muhammad, Egypt

The Mamluk sultans were keen on building and repairing mosques, and they endowed many waqfs
for their restoration and administration, in an attempt to imbue their sultanate with a legitimate religious
character. The interest and patronage of the Mamluk sultans were not limited to the construction and
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